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St. John’s Bread & Life 
Brooklyn & Queens, New York 
CDFI: Low Income Investment Fund 

The Low Income Investment Fund (LIIF) provides a wide range of products and services in low-income 
communities including the support of non-profit service providers that serve extremely poor and 
vulnerable communities, such as soup kitchens. Many of these organizations were in the process of 
planning for the additional needs during the holiday season before Superstorm Sandy. After the storm, 
these groups were inundated with requests for food, clothes, supplies, and services. One such group, 
St. John’s Bread & Life, a previous NMTC allocation recipient from LIIF, serves meals, operates a food 
pantry, and provides health and social services in Brooklyn and  
Queens. One of St. John’s ongoing programs is a mobile soup  
kitchen that extends its reach to other areas of the city. With  
demand for food running high in the days after Superstorm  
Sandy, St. John’s sent out its mobile soup kitchen and began  
serving thousands of meals in and around Coney Island. In  
addition, St. John’s delivered thousands of blankets to people  
in housing developments who lost heat and to displaced people 
who sought refuge in condemned buildings without power or  
gas. LIIF is providing funding to St. John’s to support its quick  
and critical relief efforts. 
  

 

• Surf Gardens New York Foundation for Senior Citizens: Grant will be used to replace a portion of 
HUD Section 8 subsidy revenue that was lost for the month of November and help to ensure that 
the building’s operating costs including employee salaries and benefits, 24-hour security service, 
utilities, administrative, maintenance, and other operating expenses are met.  

• Community Agency for Senior Citizens: Grant to support properties physical rehabilitation work 
due to damage from Superstorm Sandy. 

As a real estate lender for affordable housing and community facilities, Leviticus 25:23 Alternative Fund, 
Inc. knows that housing reconstruction will be the paramount need, specifically in Staten Island, Queens, 
Brooklyn, and the south shore of Long Island. Leviticus 25:23 Alternative Fund, Inc. plans to help with 
financing for the repair of damage caused by Hurricane Sandy to low-income housing and community 
facilities serving low-income communities, as well as financing to non-profit service providers for the 
repair of damage to their properties or for the purchase or construction of new space to expand services. 

The Low Income Investment Fund has committed $1 million to support immediate relief efforts (see page 
21 for details). LIIF is providing low-cost loans and grants to organizations that are responding to and/or 
were damaged by the storm. Housing the people who were displaced by the storm has been identified as 
one of the key challenges of the post-Sandy rebuilding efforts. Therefore, LIIF is participating in a 
multifamily lender working group convened by the New York City Department of Housing Preservation 
and Development to create financing that meets the longer-term needs of privately-owned multifamily 
housing in New York City.  

The Nonprofit Finance Fund continues to seek opportunities to lend to clients that are applying to FEMA 
and/or support from the Small Business Administration, or are submitting insurance claims.  


