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Amadou Ba: Taxi Driver 
Brooklyn, New York 
CDFI: Business Outreach Center Capital 

Amadou Ba is a livery service provider located in Brooklyn, New York, who was affected by the storm’s 
impact on the availability of fuel. Mr. Ba as well as hundreds of car service providers sustained 
considerable financial loss because without fuel they were unable to operate. As power began to return 
to storm affected areas, Mr. Ba often had to drive out of state to Connecticut and Pennsylvania to find 
fuel to support his business and personal expenses. BOC Capital has provided a 30-day deferment on 
Mr. Ba’s outstanding loan balance as well as interest-only payments for three months to help support 
positive cash flow. 

 

Have you reopened for business, and if so when? 
Responses: 12 

Of the CDFIs that sustained damage, all have reopened for business (two never closed). Three 
respondents reopened on October 31, 2012; one reopened on November 2; five reopened on November 
5, 2012; one on November 17, 2012; and Enterprise Community Partners, which withstood the most 
severe damage, reopened on November 29, 2012.  

 

What are your needs moving forward? 
Responses: 4 

Not a single respondent stated that the CDFI itself needed any help; however, two respondents did 
request funding to help their clients. Business Outreach Center Capital suggested that the CDFI Fund 
provide low- to no-interest capital so that CDFIs could provide recovery loans and/or have sufficient loan 
loss reserves to support the riskier disaster recovery loans.4 
 
 
CCG Community Partners stated that over 97 percent of its prior NMTC allocations are already invested 
in projects that meet the highest indicia of distress. Currently, they have no additional NMTCs to focus on 
the areas destroyed by Superstorm Sandy. CCG Community Partners suggested that if the CDFI Fund 
currently has any returned NMTC allocations from prior awardees that it reallocate the NMTCs for 
redeployment into the hardest hit communities.5  
 
 

 

 
                                                           
4 Ibid at 1, page 3. 
5 Congressional approval is needed to implement this suggestion. 
 
 



