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MISSION
Our

Creating businesses and wealth by the efficient 
deployment of capital to underserved communities.



Who We Are
Funding Communities With Equity at the Heart

The UPI Loan Fund (UPILF) is an African-American led 
Community Development Loan Fund (CDLF) and 
Emerging Community Development Financial Institution 
(CDFI). The UPI Loan Fund is also a division of Unified 
Progress International (UPI) Education.

UPI Education was incorporated in 2004 to provide life 
skills training. We have done this through our award-
winning Life Skills Solutions™ training curriculum, 
designed to provide individuals with the tools to navigate 
life’s challenges. 

After years of  training hundreds of individuals with the 
Life Skills Solutions™ curriculum, we decided to fill the 
need to help individuals, families, businesses and 
communities in gaining access to affordable capital and 
personal loans. 



Equity Begins 
Where Inequality Ends
Our Purpose – UPI Loan Fund provides affordable loans in 
opposition to Predatory Lenders helping the unbanked, 
underbanked, low-to-moderate income communities across 
America, with a focus on African-Americans, veterans and people of 
color.

UPI Loan Fund was created to provide a viable alternative to 
predatory lenders who charge fees and interest rates at 400% or 
higher. We expect to eradicate these predatory practices that 
primarily operate in poorer communities, especially communities of 
color, preying on people during their time of financial need. 

With UPI loan funds, borrowers can avoid the insidious policies from 
lenders such as Pay Day/Title Loans by utilizing the financial 
flexibilities our loans provide while attaining the financial education 
that will help them in their future.     



What We Do

Debt Consolidation

Credit Counseling

Financial Training



Building a 
Stronger Economy
Behavioral Financial Wellness – Communities grow when new 
business start-ups appear, creating jobs and increasing the community tax base. 
UPI puts Behavioral Financial Wellness at the forefront of our mission to positively 
impact underserved communities. Those who attend our Zoom seminars/online 
classes will learn to: 

1. Identify Money Values 2. Discover Their Money Temperament 

3. Survey Financial Knowledge 4. Create Personalized Money Strategy

5. Build and Execute Financial Skills

Power in Knowledge – In addition to providing affordable loans, our focus 
is to help adult community members and our youth to understand that money 
does matter.

Training is Key –We have adopted the research-based DreamSmart
Academy / Money Behavior System, where data informs that “humans are not 
hardwired to work well with money, that money beliefs are well established by 
mid-adolescence, and that culture is a key influence of spending behavior”.



LEADERSHIP



Frank E. Crump
President & CEO

In 2018, Frank Crump (Founder/President) was introduced to 
the Executive Director of the Phoenix Jewish Free Loan (JFL). He 

learned that for more than 68 years, JFL has provided interest-
free loans to assist Jewish individuals and families during 

financial need. Inspired by their mission, he decided to help all 
people, especially communities of color where banks are scarce 

and predatory Payday and Title Loan lenders are many.

He is an international businessman having lived and worked in 
Asia for 20+ years, as a corporate Aerospace/Defense Director 

and Telecoms entrepreneur. He co-founded, as President and 
Chairman, a manufacturing company, which was named one 

of the Top 100 Black Businesses in America. As Founder of UPI 
Education and UPI Loan Fund he maintains a passion 

for helping people in need.

Frank’s goal is to help people “achieve independence, 
freedom, and a better way of life.”



LEADERSHIP

Kerwin Brown
Executive Director

Wilbert Guilford, CPA, CIA, CISA
Accountant 



Former NFL player, Ray Ellis, grew up in a low-income 
community in Canton, Ohio. When he heard how the 
UPI Loan Fund was supporting the underserved 
across the nation, he wanted to join the mission. He 
contacted Founder Frank E. Crump and a partnership 
was born. In a matter of weeks, Ray helped raise 
$100,000 to support his old neighborhood in Canton. 
Today, Ray is a UPI Loan Fund Ambassador, working 
to protect people from predatory loans, helping 
families get back on their feet, and ensuring equality 
in equity. Join us in our work to raise critical funds to 
support low-income communities across the country.



“After 20+ years of living abroad, and after 
vowing I would never return to live in 
America where my people are forced to live 
as second-class citizens, I came back in 
2003, at the request of many and because I 
felt I had to for the sake of my children, my 
grandchildren and those who have been 
mistreated and marginalized over the 
course of hundreds of years.” - Frank 
Crump, Founder and President

United Progress International and Frank 
Crump have received support from 
leaders in the worlds of business, politics, 
grassroots, sports and entertainment for 
over 40 years. The following is press along 
excerpts from letters from Congressmen 
who have supported our efforts since 
1980.

Our History
In 1980, Frank E. Crump founded Unified 
Progress Incorporated, an investment company 
designed to bring together top Black Athletes 
and Entertainers as investors, under one roof, 
along with five (5) Fortune 500 companies. Their 
invested dollars would be re-invested into small 
and minority businesses which would be overall 
supported with the goal of taking them public i.e. 
Black Economic Development. Mr. Crump's idea 
was ahead of its time but today, it has come full 
circle via the UPI Loan Fund. 

The following represents press, letters and 
excerpts from 1980 -2022 (more than 40 years) 
confirming that Mr. Crump is not only a 
visionary and trailblazer, but a man on a 
mission











NFL ALUMNI EVENT: MANY VENDORS 
CAME OUT TO THE EVENT. FRANK CRUMP 
CREATOR OF UPI LOANS AS LOW AS 9%. 

RAY ELLIS IS THE AMBASSADOR FOR UPI. 
FOR YOUR REFERRAL IN THE LOAN 

APPLICATION PUT 
HOLLYWOODBLACKENTERTAINMENT.



Article also featured in: 



Testimonials

We can never forget the impact UPI Loan 
Fund has had on our company. UPI Loan 
Fund is needed here in the community 
now more than ever. Our community 
stands in support of the vision of Mr. 
Brown and Mr. Crump have presented, 
and we wish them longevity and success! 

- Journey Solutions, Inc.

Several months ago, I applied for a UPI loan to assist 
with a personal need. The process was super easy and 
receiving the money was very fast. I was surprised and 
amazed at how easy the process was. In addition, 
establishing a monthly payment arrangement was 
affordable and economical. Working with UPI has been 
a wonderful experience and I would recommend this 
financial institute to everyone.

- Dr. Kelmer Elizabeth Muhammad, EdD

I was introduced to members of the UPI Loan fund a 
few years ago before they formed this business 
opportunity. When I found out all that were involved, I 
knew this would be a successful venture for all 
involved. Thank you for bringing this into our 
community. This banking opportunity has already 
blessed so many that were afraid to reach out to other 
lenders due to their credit situations and UPI Loan 
Fund showed them that they were on board with 
assisting them with catching up financially and 
getting them back on track.

- Positive Image Sports

Thank you, dear recipient of this letter of 
endorsement of one who has been sent to 
us all with a program to lift the under-
served communities of our beloved city 
and of people in need nationwide: Mr. 
Frank Crump...one sent by God for healing

- Rev. Dr. Cecil “Chip” Murray



UPI Gallery
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Media
Heather J. Taylor

Communications Consultant for UPI Loans

Board of Directors for UPI Education

Mad Hat Maven

htaylor@madhatmaven.com

Direct: 832.460.6263 Ext. 101
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For More Information Visit Us At:

upiloanfund.us
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